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A case for soil health
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Soil health

 Different soils have different qualities.

« These qualities determine the level of a soils
inherent potential.

e Soil health is about the 'fitness’ / condition of
soil to achieve this inherent potential.

« Strict definitions of healthy soil ?
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Soil Map of Dookie Region

Major Clay Loam-Cashel Clay Loam
Major Clay Loam-Dookie Clay Loam
Mixed soil of sandy rises
Nalinga Loam
Orrvale Fine Sandy Loam
|| Shepparton Fine Sandy Loam
|| Skeletal soils

Type A (unnamed)

Upatiponpon Clay

Soil Map (Pacshes of Dogkie,
Currawa, Gowany, “rdie and
Upstipatpon - County o Maira).
Sail, Lane Use and Eros ion Survey
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However,

Readily exchanges gases with
the atmosphere

o

Has a range of pore spaces SR A8 linisine Resists erosion



Resilient soils supporting agriculture
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Soil- a composite of functions

soil pH,

Biological — nutrient cycling, disease
suppression, plant / soil interactions

Physical — soil texture, soil structure,
soil strength, soil water relations
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