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Presidents Report -   Hello All! 
As the new President of the Warrenbayne Boho Land Protection Group, I'd like to say hello to all landholders 
and friends in this part of the world. I say landholders because I firmly believe that although we might legally 
own our particular bits of ground, we are merely custodians of them – holders of them - for the next 
generations. We might not be able to do much about pollution in China, or fertiliser run-off on to the Great 
Barrier Reef, but we can do something about our corner of the planet. If you are a member of the WBLPG 
already, thank you for your support and feel free to contact me or any of the committee about any Landcare 
issue. If you are new to the area, welcome to this special part of the world, and long may you look after it and 
enjoy it. The committee would love to have you join us and for the princely sum of $20.00 you get to tap into a 
vast array of financial initiatives, field days and projects, all designed to maintain sustainability of the land, as 
well as improving its productivity. There is a form at the end of this newsletter both for renewing and new 
members. 
Iain Atkin 
 
New Committee 
President, Iain Atkin, 57981726; Secretary/ Vice president, Janet Pruden, 57632296; Treasurer, Vikki Lane, 
57981536. Snow Barlow, 90358266; Mary Bridgland, 57632253, Margie Davis, 0428580186; Ken Heywood, 
57632380; Debbie Hill, 57632360; Meg Johnson, 57624077; Jean Miller, 57632214; Kerrie Robson, 57632339. 
 
‘Brush ‘Em Off’- IMPORTANT BLACKBERRY CONTROL FUNDING.  
Now is a good time to control weeds, particularly blackberries. WBLPG has substantial funding for blackberry 
& woody weeds control. It is distributed according to the 
number of Landcare Group member applicants. Speak to Ken 
Heywood NOW ph 57632380, and applications need to be 
submitted by the end of April. 
Weed control, especially those referred to below, is one of 
those ongoing issues that we all have to face. It is a legal 
requirement that landholders have to control Class 2 weeds. 
The Landcare Group is aiming to help landholders with this 
requirement.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Roadside Weeds Notification 
This is your chance to help WBLPG by letting the Group know of 
roadside infestations in the Boho and Warrenbayne valleys. Look 
out for Blackberries, Briars, Prairie Ground Cherry, Patterson’s 
Curse, Horehound, St John’s Wort. 
The Group has direct contact with Strathbogie and Benalla Shires 
which have State Government funding to address this issue. 
 
Contact:- Iain Atkin, 5798 1726 (Boho); Janet Pruden, 57632296; 
Ken Heywood, 57632380 (Warrenbayne). 
 
There is a very good Department Pamphlet listing noxious weeds 
available at www.agriculture.gov.vic.au 
OR contact Kerrie Robson,57632339, for a hard copy. 
 
Small Revegetation Project 
This is a low key project funded solely out of WBLPG funds. It 
provides a maximum of $1000 to landholders for fencing out 
small areas of re-vegetation. In the past the funds have been used to make tree belts, fence out dams, single 
paddock trees, small areas of erosion, and make substantial animal-proof tree guards.  

Contact Iain Atkin 5798 1726. 
 
 
Indian Myna Birds 
WLPG has 4 traps available for loan. The Benalla Indian 
Myna Action Group  (benallamynagroup@yahoo.com) 
would really like to know numbers of birds that have been 
trapped. 
Contact Iain Atkin 57981726. 
 
Silver Banksia (the ‘Honeysuckle’) Rescue Project 
The Silver Banksia, or Honeysuckle as it is also known, is 
one of the original native vegetation plants of our area, 
hence “Honeysuckle Creek”. It has become endangered 
over much of SE Australia and is being replanted along the 
Creek in Violet Town. It is a plant that likes to be in a group 
so needs to be planted in patches or short lines. Well 
established seedlings are available free of charge to 
Landcare members.  
Contact Kerri Robson, 57632339.  
 
 
 

 

An errant wild tobacco plant – thanks to 

member Ken Heywood’s efforts we have 

nearly eradicated this pest from our area. 

Silver Banksia in an individual, wallaby-proof 
guard. 

 

http://www.agriculture.gov.vic.au/
mailto:benallamynagroup@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
Queensland Fruit Fly 
One of the benefits of belonging to WBLPG is the various special interest days, such as the ‘Identification and 

Eradication of Queensland Fruit Fly Day’ held at Ken 
Heywood’s place in Warrenbayne. A lot of helpful ideas were 
put forward for dealing with fruit fly in the home garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Farm Dams to Wetlands – ecosystem boom and bust. 
This three year project has recently been completed. It has created enormous interest in the district shown by 

the large number of people attending the Field Days. 
Landholders received funding to fence and rehabilitate 
their existing wetland sites (farm dams) or natural 
wetlands.   The benefits of improving these areas include 
the formation of an oasis for wildlife in the dry summer 
landscape. The wetlands do spring into life within minutes 

of filling as tiny animals such as shrimps and 
germinating water plants begin the cycle of life. 
Frogs and invertebrates breed to bring birds and 
other animals. The tangible benefits to the 
landholder are improvement of water quality, 
and insect pest control. It is hoped further 
funding will be available for 2016.  
For more information on the wetlands projects contact Debbie Hill on debrahill@westnet.com.au 
0487000930, or Helen Repacholi, 0439623990. Helen also sells wetland plants.  

Figure 1: taken 05/11/15 
 

Figure 2: taken 09/09/15 

mailto:debrahill@westnet.com.au


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gecko Clan – Broken Catchment Landcare Network 
As a member of WBLPG you are also a member of the GeckocLan which is a collection of 20 Landcare groups 
based around the Broken Goulburn river systems. GeckocLan runs larger scale field days on everything from 
rabbit control to sustainable pastures. It produces a regular newsletter and all information is available at 
www.geckoclan.com.au 
 
 
Further projects 
Another tangible benefit of joining the WBLPG is that you can take part in community events which will put 
you in touch with like-minded people caring for the country. WBLPG is looking forward to some new initiatives 
this year, as well as continuing with projects from the past. Our major one, starting next month, is the 
rehabilitation of the ‘Railway Reserve’ on Harrys Creek Road, known to many as ‘The Old Weir’ To do this, we 
have received funding from the Threatened Species State Government Fund of approximately $5000.00 to 
rehabilitate and revegetate a section of Honeysuckle Creek about five kilometres upstream from Violet Town. 
This grant was achieved with much work and submission writing by some of our members.  
 

The area known as the Railway Reserve 
contains the old dam and water supply for the 
Violet Town area. It was once extremely 
popular for picnics but is now overgrown with 
invasive species such as phalaris and elm 
suckers, as well as having the usual detritus of 
willows, blackberries and pine trees choking up 
the water course and providing a haven for 
rabbits, foxes and other invasive nasties. It is 
our intention to bring it back to as close as 
possible to what it was like before European 
settlement, not only to try to protect it for the 
future but also provide to habitat for 
threatened species such as phascogales, 
squirrel gliders and powerful owls. 
It is a major project and we will be calling on all 

interested community members take part in a few working bees. More news of these days will be forthcoming 
in the Violet Town Village Voice and Euroa Gazette, with the first one on Sunday 20th March – see below. 
   

http://www.geckoclan.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resurrect the Railway Reserve 
Sunday March 20th. 10:00 am 

 
Harry’s Creek Road, approx. 4 .5kms from VT  

(signs on road) 
 

Learn about our natural waterways, start 
rehabilitating the Honeysuckle Creek, and then, in 
good company, enjoy a sausage sizzle provided by 

the Landcare Group. 
 

Wear suitable clothing i.e. no thongs! Bring 
gardening/rubber gloves, pruning shears/saws if you 

have them. 
 

WBLPG ‘Clean up the Roads’ Day 
Sunday April 3rd. 9:00 am 

 
Meet at Warrenbayne Hall for road 

allocation! 
 

Lunchtime BBQ to finish provided by the 
Landcare Group. 

Bring gloves, hat water sturdy shoes, old 
garbage bags etc. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Landcarers actively and collectively care for the land. It makes sense to work together to 
tackle land degradation problems when there is usually more than one farm involved. 

Weed seeds blow across property boundaries and erosion gullies cut through fences. Landcare groups 
encourage neighbors to work together to overcome common problems. 
 
For a small annual subscription of $20 you can become a member of your local landcare group - THE 
WARRENBAYNE BOHO LAND PROTECTION GROUP.   This group has been involved in such areas as 
establishing perennial pastures, weed and rabbit control, protecting native species, re-vegetation and 
alternative methods of fertilizer.   
 
We welcome new members with fresh ideas and suggestions to become part of our group. 
 
Annual subscriptions are now due for the 2015/16 Year.  Along with your subscription payment of $20, would 
you please make sure that you print your name in the space allocated below.  If your contact details have 
changed in the last year, or you are a new member, please complete the rest of the form.  
 

 
 
Name:  ………………………………………………………………………………… 
  
 
Address:   ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
                                 ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone Number:  …………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Mobile Number:  ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Email:   ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

                   
Please forward your payment to:  
The Treasurer, 
Vikki Lane,  
316 Upper Boho Rd,  
Boho   VIC   3669. 
 

Incorporating the WARRENBAYNE BOHO LAND PROTECTION GROUP 

 
Landcare is a joint effort between the community, government and business to 
protect and repair our environment 


